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er The following from our respected correspondent, 
« InavirER APTER TRUTH,” we have just receiv- 
ed, and we cheerfully give it to our readers. It is 
gn an important subject ; & althovgh we have alrea- 
dy published considerable on it, our readers will be 
well paid for giving the following communication a 


thorough reading. 
Hilustration of 2 Thes. i. 9. 


& Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power.” 


There is no portion of scripture, on which IT once 
placed more dependance, in proof of the doctrine of 
everlasting misery, than the one just quoted. Pre- 
suming, that the reasons which have induced me to 
ehange my views of it, may be of some use in convinc- 
ine others, that it affords no support to this doctrine, J 
shall briefly state them for their candid consideration. 
They will be seen perhaps to most advantage, by con- 
sidering, who the persons were, said to be punished ;— 
The time when this punishment took place,—<And the 
nature and of it. A consideration of these 
three things, will lead us to bring the whole context 
into view in the course of our remarks. Let us then 


duration 


consider, 

Ist. Who the persons were, who Paul said should 
be punished with everlasting destruction ? A correct 
uncerstanding of the passage, depends on our. asser- 
taining this. Most people would say, the persons to 
be punished with everlasting destruction, are all the 
weied. But the passage does net declare any such 
thine, though in quoting some parts of it, persons fre- 
quently introduce the word a/l as an addition to it, no 
doubt ta support their own views the more strongly 
from it.—The whole chanter makes menticn of three, 
and only of three classes of persons, and one of these 
are the persons, who are said to be punished with ever- 
lasting destruction. 

Ist. The chapter makes mention of Paul, and Syiva- 





nus, and Timotheus, as isseen from verse Ist. The two! 
latter persons were with Pau! when he wrote the epis- | 
| gloried in them in the churches of God, for their pa- 


tle, and bis mentioning them along with himself, ac- 


counts for his speaking throughout the chapter in the | 


plural number. See verses 3, 4,7, 10,11. But, as! 


they could not be the persons to whom a reference is | 


made verse 9th, And who are said to be punished with 
everlasting destruction, it does not deserve further 
notice. 

2d. Another class of persons mentioned in the chap- 
ter, are the believing Thessalonians, or the church of 


God to whom Paul wrote this and the preceding Epis- 
tle. 





This church was composed of believing Jews and 
Gentiles, as is learned from the two Epistles and from | 
Acts xvii. But as no one would contend, that they | 
are the persons mentioned verse 9th, and said to be | 
Punished with everlasting destruction, we are spared | 
the lahor of any remarks respecting this. 

3d. The third, and only-other class of persons men- 
tioned in the chapter we must endeavor to assertain, 
for whoever they were, they are the persons who in | 
Verse 9th, are said to be punished with everlasting de- | 
struction from the presence of the Lord. It is neces- | 
‘ary then, that we examine this with scrupulous care 
antl attention. Whothen were the persons? If there 





be any difficulty now, in assertaining who these per- 
sons were, there could not be avy in the days of the 
apostles. The apostle and the Thessalonians, to their 
painful experience knew who the persons were, for 
they were those who /roubled them as mentioned verse 
6th, and from whom their persecutions and tribuations 
arose,verse 4th. Unless we contend, that they did not 
know who were their persecutors, we must conclude, 
that this third class of persons were well known to 
Paul and the Thessalonians. If we then can aseertain 
with certainty, who persecuted the Thessalonians, we 
assertain certainly who the persons are, said verse 9th 
to be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord. Who then were they? Can 
this be assertained’? We answer yes, with mathe- 
matical, yea with Scripture certainty. We shall pro- 
ceed with care to show this. 

It is easily seen by consulting 1 Thes. ii. 14, 15, that 
the Thessalonians were persecuted or troubled by their 
own countrymen. But what ever share they had in 
this, it is evident that the unbelieving Jews were the 
chief movers and ring-leaders in it. This is 80 apparent 
from Acts xvii. and particularly from verses 5—7, that 
no one can dispute it. We think no one can have 
read the New Testament, but must have seen, that the 
unbelieving Jews were the unwearied persecutors of 
Christians, in al] places where they found them, as 
well as at Thessalonica. That they were the perse- 
cutors of the Apostle and of the ‘Thessalonian Cbris- 
tians is certain, for it is said in the last epistie Chap. ii. 
15, ** who hath killed the Lord Jesus, and thei. own 
prophets, and have persecuted us ; and they please noi 
God and are contrary to all mer.” 

Though these things are sufiicient, in establishing, 
that the unbelieving Jews are the persons whom the 
Apostle had in view, and who were to be punished with 
everlasting destruction, yet by attending to the whole 
chapter, we shall find conclusive evidence of it. Paul 
throughout the chapter, speaks of the two last classes 
of persons, the Thessalonian believers and the persous 
from whom they suffered. Let us 

Ist. Review the whole chapter briefly, and see what 
he says concerning the Thessalonian Christians. In 
verse 3, aul and those with him thank God because 
their faith grew exceedingly, and the charity of every 
one of them all toward each other abounded, They 
tience, and faith in all the persecutions and tribulations 
which they endured. See verse 4: and the Apostle 
counted them worthy of the kingdom of God for which 


they suffered, verse 5; And they are informed verse 6th, | 


that God would recompense tribulation to those who 
were troubling them. What this trouble was is seen 
from verse 4th, and Acts xvii. 5—9, to be the persecu- 
tions endured by them. Compare also 1 Thes. ii. 14 
—17. At verse 10 he informs them of Christ’s coming, 
and in verses 11, 12, prays that they may he connted 
worthy of his calling, and that Christ might be glorifi- 
ed in them. Such is a brief outline of the things 
which are mentioned in the chapter concerning the 
Thessalonians, and the sufferings which they endured. 
Let us now, 

9d, Review the chapter, and see from whom these 


i snfferings were endured, for it is evident that they are 


the persons, who are to be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord. Let us 
then here ask, j 

Ist. Who shall be punished with everlasting de- 
struction from the presence of the Lord? The plain 


answer to this question is given in verse 8th.—They 
are those ‘that kuow not God and that obey not the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” That this can oc- 
casion no difficulty to my views, is self evident, for the 
unbelieving persecuting Jews, certainly did not know 
God nor obey the gospel of Christ. Had they known 
God, and obeyed the gospel, they would not have per- 
secuted the Thessalonian Christians. Accordingly our 
Lord told his disciples, John xvi. 3, “ These things 
will they do unto you, because they have not known 
the Father nor me.” But we think it even affords 
some evidence that my view is correct, for the recom- 
pencing tribulatiqn to them, or taking vengeance on 
them that know not) God and obey not the gospel of 
Christ, is called, and that in reference to the temporal 
punishment of the Jews,—“ the days of rengeance that 
all things which are written may be fulfilled.” Luke 
xxi. 22. Compare also Luke xviii. 7,8. Rom. xii. 
19. Rev. vi. 10, and xix. 2. That the vengeance to 
be taken on them that know not God, and who shall 
he punished with everlasting destruction, refers to the 
same persons and to the same punishment will not be 
questioned. The connexion between the 8th and 9th 
verses, clearly decides this. 

2d. At verse 6th, it is said, ** Seeing it is a righte- 
ous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them 
that trouble you.” This part of the context affords 
some additional evidence, that the unbelieving perse- 
cuting Jews are the persons spoken of throughout the 
passage, and who were to be punished with everlast- 
ing destruction from the presence of the Lord. What 
“od is here said to recompense, is called tribulation, 
and in Mat. xxiv. 29, the temporal misery which God 
was to bring on them is expressly called tribulation,and 
‘* creat tribulation, such as was not since the beginning 
of the world to this time, no, norever shall be.” Verse 
21. Paul and our Lord speaking of the same people, 
and of the same punishment, use the same or similar 
language. ‘This we merely notice as a coincidence of 
language, which considered in connexion with the 
other circumstances. corroborates the views we are 
advancing from this passage. By troubling or’ perse- 
cuting Christ’s disciples, the Jews were to fill up the 
measure of their fathers, and thus bring on themselves 
such unheard of tribulations, as are described by our 
| Lord. Mat. xxiv. and alluded to by the apostle in this 
passage. 

3d. Observe further, that at verse 5th it is said 
“ which is a manifest token of the righteous judge- 
ment ofGod.” A que.tion naturally occurs from these 
words,—what is a manifest token of the righteous 
| judgement of God? The obvious answer to this ques- 
tion is found in verse 4. The persecutions and tribula- 
tions the ‘Khessalonians endured were a manifest token 
of the righteous judgment of God. But this only 
provokes another question,—A manifest token of the 
righteous judgment of God upon whom? The answer 
to this question we have in verse 6th already noticed, 
‘* Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recom- 
pense tribulation to them that trouble you.”” Whoever 
troubled or persecuted the Thessalonians, theif perse- 
cutions was a manifest token of the righteous judgment 
of God to the persecutors ; or as it is expressed in Phil. 
i. 24. ** which is to them an evident token of perdi- 
tion.” Compare the whole of this passage with the 
one before us. In both, the adversaries or persecutors 
of Christians are the persons spoken of, and the simi- 
larity of the language is apparent. What is called, 





“a manifest token” in the one, is in the other called, 








168 UNIVE 
«an evident token ;” and what is called perdition in | liberality of your Honor, and with the precedent forn- 
the one, is in the other termed “the righteous judg-| ished by your predecessor, are led to hope, that every 
ment of God.’»—But it may probably be asked here,-|favor in your power to give, will be willingly and 
** how were the persecutions of the unbelieving Jews! cheerfully conferred on your petitioners. 

a manifest or evident token of perdition, or the righte- | Wherefore, your petitioners respectfully pray, that 
judgment of God upon them ; and how did it become | your lionor will permit,under such regulations as may 
“a righteous thing with God thus to recompense tribu- | be necessary,the use of the United States District Court 
lation to them? Both of these questions are answered | House in this city, as a place of meeting for that de- 
by Mat. xxiii. 34, 35, 36. ‘‘ Wherefore, behold, I send | nominatien of Christians called Universalists ; and that 
unto you prophets, and wise men, aud scribes ; and | your Honor witl request the Marshall and Clerk of 
some of them ye shall kill and cracify ; and some of your honorable court to give their friendly concurrence 
them shall ye scourge in your synagogues, and perse- ‘ to carry into effect the permission of your Honor ; and 
cute them from city to city: That upon you may come | your petitioners as in duty bound, will ever pray for 
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all the righteous blood shed upoa the earth, froin the 
blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias 
son of Barachias, whom ye slew between tic temple 


andthe altar. Verily I say unto you, «ll these things shall | 
eome upon this generation.” Letit be noticed here, that, 


the unbelieving Jews persecuted or troubled the ‘Thes- 
salonians. They were then pursuing the very course 
our Lord predicted in these verses, and by which they 
were to fill ap the measure of their fathers. ‘cha 


course of conduct, was an evideut or manifest token, ; 


that upon them should come all the righteuus blood | ft 
‘dressed to him for the purpose of obtaining ‘* the use 


shed upon the earth. Or, as Paul iu his Ist epistle to 
the Thessalonians, chap. ii. 16, says of them,—‘*‘ For- 
bidding us to speak to the Gentiles, that they might 
be saved, to fill up their sin always; for the wrath is 
come, (or rather coming) upon them to the uttermost.” 
Was God unrighteous to take vengeance on such a 
nation as this, who had killed his prophets, crucified 
the Lord of glory, persecuted his apostles and disci- 
ples, pleased not God and were contrary to all men? 
Surely not, for even Titus, according to Josephus, al- 
lowed, that unless the righteous vengeance ot God had 
fallen on such a generation of wicked men he never 


could have taken the city. 
An InaviRER ArTieR TRUTH. 
(To be Continued.) 
——D 5+ aaa 
Or The following petition and reply are from the 
** Orleans Gazette and Conmercial Advertiser.”’— 
The petition is signed by one hundred and ten, whom 
the Judge himself says are of ** respectable character.” 
We give these things publication that our friends 
may know, that the Universalists in New-Orleans 
are heeding the Apostle’s exhortation, ‘* Let us not 
sleep, as do others.” 


To the Hon. John Dick, Judge of the United States 
District Court, for the Eastern District of Louisiana. 


The petition of the friends to Universal Salvation, 
residing in the city of New-Orleans, 

Respectfully Shews, 
That your petitioners have united in congregation 


and brotherly love, and for some tine past have assem- 
bled together on the Sabbath, in order publicly to wor- 
ship their God according to the dictates of their faith 
and conscience, and to publish to the world the glad 
tidings of the Gospel and Universal Salvation to man ; 
that their numbers and means are at present insufh- 
cient and inadequate to enable them to build a temple 
for the service and worship of the Great Jehovah; that 
it is their intention whenever they may have sufficient 
funds, to purchase a lot of ground and erect thereon a 
Universalist Church; that hitherto they have been 
constrained by necessity, to use for their religious 
meetings, the private house of their friend Mr. J. Ban- 
nister; that his house from their increasing numbers is 
now too small for their accommodation ; that looking 
around for some more commodious house, the District 
@ourt House of the United States in this city, presents 
itself to your petitioners, as a very desirable place for 
their Sunday meetings; that many of your petitioners 
personally know, and all ef them are credibly inform- 
ed, that your predecessor, the Honorable aud much 
lamented Judge of the United States District Court, 
Dowiniek A. Hall, deceased, influenced by true chris- 
tian charity and courtesy, accorded to the Episcopal 
€ongregation of Christ’s Church the use of the Court 
House, until they were enabled to build their present 
chureh ; that your petitioners confide in the known 








your health and prosperity in this life, and now would 


offer for your acceptance the consolation in the belie: 


‘ofthe General Resurrection, and the final Universai 


Redemption of the whole Human Race in the life to 
come. 
(Signed by One Hundred and Ten.) 
ANSWER. 
Judge Dick, has received and considered with great 
attention, ‘* the Petition of the Friends to Universal 
Salvation residing in the City of New Orleans,” ad- 


of the United States District Court House in this City 
as a place of Meeting for that Denomination of Chris- 
tians called Universalists.” 

From the circumstances detailed in their petition, as 
well as from the highly beneficent views and respecta- 
ble character of the Universalists of New Orleans, 
Judge Dick would feel highly gratified if it were in 
his power to comply with their request ; but he is fully 
satified that he has no authority to devote the Court 
House of the United States in this city to any other 
use than that to which it has been expressly destined 
by Jaw. 

Upon what principle the late Judge Hall gave the 
Episcopal Congregation of Christ’s Church, the use of 
the building in which he held his Court, Judge Dick is 
ignorant: but he conceives that that case and the 
present are by no means similar, inasmuch as the build- 
ing used as a Court House by Judge Hall was occupied 
temporarily for the convenience of ihe Courts ; but bad 
never been established as a Court House by law, 
whereas the present Court House of the Uniied States 
in this city was expressly erected for the use of the 
Court. But independently of any dissimilarity in these 
cases, Judge Dick in the exercise of his judgment and 
his duty, could not yield to the force of the highly re- 
pected precedent cited, because he has already said, 
he is of opinion that he possesses no power to divert 
the building in question to other uses than those for 
which it was erected by the Government of the United 
States. 

New-Orleans, 8th February, 1824, 
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THE MORALIST....No. XI. 


Disobedience to parents, Romans i. 30. In the long 
catalogue of vices with which the apostle charges the 
heathen world, the most prominent is disohedience to 
parents. He ranks it among the most odious. If any 


sin will draw down the vengeance of heaven on the 


perpetrator, it must be that, o/ disobedience to parents. 
To treat with disrespect the authors of our being, from 
whom we derived our existence, is cruel and unnatural. | 
The Almighty, by the mouth of his prophet, accuses 

his once favored people with this sin: ‘* Hear, O heay- ! 


ens! and be astonished O earth! for I have nourished 


and brought up children, and they have rebelled | 
against me.” Isaiah. i.2. This beautiful simile will. 
illustrate the subject I am writing on. Israel, as a na-. 
tion, was guilty of the basest ingratitude to their Al-| 
mighty Parent, who brought them ont of the land of 
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Feypt, who redeemed them from slavery, and raised 
them high among the nations of the earth. How often 
do we see monsters in human shape, treat with n 
lect those who watched over their infant hours, and 
reared them up to manhood ; and even treated them 
with tenderness and affection. Yes, reader, I have. 
known the tender mother, when left a lonely widow 
abused by her unnatural sons, on whom she was left 
dependant for support,—sons over whom she had ever 
watched with a parent’s love. But alas! she found 
no returns of gratitude. When she most needed con- 
solation, she found none, from those who owed every 
thing to her. Grief brought down her gray hairs with 
sorrow to the grave; and her unnatural offspring, are 
left to the stings of au accusing conscience, The 
judgments of heaven have already began to come down 
upon them. One is a miserable drunkard, despised by 
all his virtuous neighbors. The other is visiiiy decline 
ing in his worldly affairs. Thus, my friends, is the 
base sin of iugratitude to parents punished. 

The Hebrew lawgiver deciares him to be cursed 
that setteth light by his father or mother. The pro- 
phet kaekiel, when enumerating the vices that were 
prevalent in Jerusalem in his time,says, Fzekiel Xxii.7, 
‘** In thee have they set light by father and mother.” 
All writers, ancient and modern, have ever ranked 
abuse to parents ameug the vilest of sins. From what 
| have written, | would not have my readers infer that 
iI mean to assert, that children should obey any un- 
lawful commands of their parents. If they become vi- 
| cious, unnatural,we are not obliged to do that which is 
| wicked or unlawful. If they command us so to do,in such 
; cases we are to pity them, 
| power to promote their b 





and do every thing in our 
appiness, and effect their re- 
In so doing, we shall have p-ace and se- 
renity of mind. 

In conclusion, | would remark, that if we would es- 
cape that remorse, that biteth like a serpent, and sting- 
eth like an adder; let us ever treat with love and 
tenderness the authors of our existeuce. Moratist: 

West-Cumbridge, March 15, 1824. 


formation. 
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ON MINISTERIAL FAITHFULNESS, 


Faithfulness to our great Master is an indispensable 
qualification to the character of a good christian min 
ister. Paul says, at onetime, ** Let a man so account 
of us as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards of the 
| mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required in stew- 
‘ards that a man be found faithful.” And he says on 
‘another occasion, “the things that thou hast heard of 
‘me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to 
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also.” 
To be faithful, the minister of Christ will not fail to 
‘declare the whole counsel of God : He will endeavor 
_to preach like the apostles, yea, like Jesus himself: He 
will be instant “tin season and out of season:” He 











jo ‘‘ earnestly contend for the faith once delivered 


| to the saints.” 

| Preachers in general are disposed to appear faithful 
‘in the view of mankind. They say much of their 
faithfulness. When they insist upon a subject which 
they think may be disagreeable to some of their hear- 
ers,—a point of doctrine concerning which they may 
have clearer ideas than people in general, concerning 


| which there may be some diversity of opinion, they ex- 


cuse themselves by hinting that their motives are those 
of faithfulness to the great God, and immortal souls.— 
They cherish a deep sense of their accountability te 
him; eternal things are committed to their charge; 
and they would watch for souls as those that must give 
account. ‘They would faithfully warn sinners, that 
the skirts of their garments may be clear of the blood 
of souls; and then, at the great and awful day of ac 
counts, they shal] see the Judge smile, and hear iim 




















say, * Well done, good and faithful servant, enter 
thou into the joy of thy Lord.” This is the common 
feeling of good preachers, and serves to shew, that, if” 
they are sincere, they are desirous of being found faith- 
ful. I have given this subject a little attention, and 
have thought it best to point out some things, in which 
many are very unfaithful to him whom they profess to 





} 
serve. | 
Now. it is well known, that many preachers, whom | 


God has called from darkness into marvelous light, | 
and those too who prefer the greatest claims to faith- | 
fulness, maintain constantly the solemn truth, that | 
God, by an irrevocable decree, has fixed the eternal! 
fate of men, dooming some to remediless woe, and pre- 
destinating some to eterval glory ; and all this without 
any foresight of faith, good works, or any thing else 
performed by mankind. To estimate then their faithful- 
ness to their master, we must consider this trath; we 
must consider the salvation of the elect, and the dam- 
nation of the reprcbates as sure as the existence of God. 
We must consider this an important, yea, a fundamen- 
tal truth ; a sine qua non, without which al] preaching 
is useless, and worse than useless. No man can bea, 
faithful eoul-saving minister, how sincere soever he 
may be, unless his preaching agrees with this first, this 
nost important doctrine of Jesus Christ. 

Is it not, then, perfectly evident that those who in- 
vite all mankind to come to Christ are very unfaithful | 
Is not this directly contrary to Gods holy | 
degree? And is it not calculated to flatter men that 
allmay he saved? Some there are, I know, who will 
say they do not believe this doctrine ; who think alj 
men should be invited. Although such are very dan- 
gerous men, we must clear them from the charge of 
unfaithfulness, upon the ground of ignorance. But 
what shall we say of those who know their master’s 
will, and «lo it not ?—those to whom a measure of grace 


~ 





ministers ? 


has been given? who, kuowing God’s decree, and some- 
times preaching it, should have the audacity or careless- 
lessuess to invite all men to Christ? Is it not enough 
that God has said, they shall notcome? Hath not the 
potter power over the clay to make one vessel to hon- 
or, and another to dishonor? And shall his ministers, 
professing to know his righteous decree, be so unfaith- 
ful as to invite al/ men to come to Christ? It is a cer- 
tain thing that such are unfaithful. For if it be right 
to invite all men to Christ, it is wrong to preach the 
decree of which we have spoken; in fact, there then 
would be no such thing: and if it is right to preach 
the decree, to invite all men to Christ must be wrong. 
To say that the righteous God has predestinated some | 
to endless woe in such a way that they can come to! 
Christ, if they will, is an absurdity that has afforded 
sport to an unbelieving world. I shudder when I 
think of the great unfaithfulness of those ministers who | 
can, as it were, trifle with eternal things, after they 
have been plucked as brands from the burning. 
Another thing in which these ministers who know 
and sometimes preach God’s decree have manifested 
their unfaithfulness, is the way in which they speak of 
the effects of error. They talk about its ruining souls. 
Ihave heard them publicly lament about the preva- 
Jence of Universalism, and say that many poor souls 
have been allured into hell by it. Now what is this 
but unfaithfulness ? Is it not altogether setting aside 
the decree of God? What a wonder of wonders it is 
that God can pardon such conduct as this! If souls 
had not already been ruined, God would not have re- 
probated them. And do not these ministers say, that 
the number of the elect and non-elect is definitely fix- 
ed? What, then, do they mean? Do they mean that 
ifit had not been for the prevalence of this doctrine, 
these souls might be saved! Or do they mean, which 
# as bad, that by means of this doctrine some of the 
elect will be lost? They certainly are unfaithful. If 


God's decree is of any, it is of infinite importance : it is 
Rot thus to be trifled with. 
Another thing in which great unfaithfulness bas been 





| elect to unnecessary trouble. 


|ness in them, because they know better. 
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manifested, is the views which have been advanced 
concerning the heathen. Itis a good thing, I acknow- 
ledge, that God’s ministers should be among them; but 
we should not adopt improper measures to get them 
there. I have blushed and trembled for preachers, 
when I have heard them tel! people what should in- 
duce them to contribute to the support of missions. I 
have heard those say to whom I thought God had 
granted grace, that the heathen were hourly dropping | 
into hell, when they might be saved if people would | 
contribute their money. Now what is this but a vir- 
tual renunciation of God’s decree? From one who 
did not know the truth, we could receive it with less 
emotion. But when we reflect that it is spoken by 
these who know and sometimes preach the holy de- 
crees of God, we cannot but be astonished at the grace 
which pardons the sinsof men. Do these people mean 
to insinuate that if money was sent, the heathen would 
not drop into hell? Do they think any have gone 
there who could or ought to have been saved? This 
is an insult toGod. Who will deny that his decree 
affects them? Send tothe heathen all the money in 
the world, can one of those be saved whom God has 
reprobated? “* Is he a man that he should lie ? or the 
son of man that he should repent?” Will he sell bis 
tlecrees for money, as Judas did his Lerd ?—those de- 
crees without which there would be no hope for one 
soul? O! how unfaithful have been the servants of 
God. They are stewards of his manifold grace ; and 


‘* it is required in stewards that a man be found faith- 
ul.” 





But there is another way in which the ministers of 
God have greatly manifested their unfaithfulness.— 


They sometimes go to work, and endeavor to bring ! 


people to a sense of their awful state by nature, as 
though the elect were in a dangerous state, or as 
though the non-elect could be saved from it by being 
brought toa sense of it. But this is pot all, nor by any 
means the worst. I cannot feel otherwise than very 
much dissatisfied with the way ministers haye laid out, 
through which the sivner can find salvation. Every 
renewed person experimentally knows that the elect 
were chosen, by God, without apy reference to faith, 
good works, or any conditions performed by them.— 
And yet the servants of God have been so unfaithful as 
to urge people to good deeds, that they may be saved. 
Good deeds do well enough truly; but then they are 
no saving things. And what makes this appear worse 
is, it has made many rest for their salvation, not on 
Christ’s merits, but on their own; it has induced them 
to lean upon an arm of flesh. Now this is putting the 
But the great fault lies 
in representing the decree of God to rest upou the 
works of men, when this is wrong, aud when those who 
thus represent it, know it is wrong. It is unfaithful- 
Why do 
they not maintain consistency? Why dothey say that 
God saves the elect not on account of their faith or 
good works, and then exhort them to good works that 
they may be saved? This is anfaithfulness. 

We should be faithful let the consequences be what 
they may. We must expect opposition. Let us not 
turn to accommodate our sentiments to the changes of 
the times. It has been objected that our faith is hard 
to believe. This is true; for otherwise, how could 
there be any virtue in believing it? Any person can be- 
lieve a plain thing; this can be done without any exer- 
tion. -And where there is no labor, who could expect 
areward? ‘This would be absurd. It isin one sevse 
a consolation to a christian, that the natural man dis- 
cerneth not the things of the spirit of God. For this 
shews that they are spiritually discerned, and serves to 
make a proper distinction between the church and the 
world. 

Let us all be faithful to God as stewards of his mys- 
teries. Let all our preaching be in harmony with the 
divine deerees; and this will be the brightest evi- 


dence that we are reconciled to the divine will. 
A CALvinist. 
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OBITUARY. 


Died at Barre, Dec.11,1823, Br. WiLLtAMFaRweLg, 
in the 74th year of his age. 

‘* He had enjoyed very good health,” says our in 
former, ** for a man of his years, till within two weeks 
of his death, when he fell on the ice, and about thé 
same time took a violent cold, which terminated his 
mortal life. He had but just returned from his jour- 
ney into New-York, New-Hampshire, and through this 
State, and preached the Sabbath before his confine- 
ment in this vicinity. Br. Farwell remained to the 
last, firm in the belief, ‘ That the Father sent the Son 
to be the Saviour of the world,’ and met death with 
christian fortitude and resignation. His wife with 
whom he had lived a full half century, survives hint, 
and is happy in the faith of the gospel.” 

There are many things in the life, character, and la- 
bors of this aged and very faithful servant of the Lord, 
which, to transmit to posterity, would but render them 
a reasonable service. They will be happy to receive 
from our hands, some particular notices of those that 
have finished their labors with us, and have gone home 
before us. When our brother was a youth, the doc- 
trine of Universal Salvation was but little known in 
this country, and scarcely was it proclaimed by a sin- 
gle tongue. A preacher of this faith, so long ago, as 
in the early part of Br. Farwell’s ministry, had much 
to do, and much to oppose. The doctrine of good tid- 
ings of great joy which shall be unto all people, though 
as old as christianity itself, was to us and many of our 
fathers, a new thing. While some embraced and yet 
as children in the faith, retained fearful apprehensions 
of its truth; others fought it with all possible ability 
and malice. It is true they could not bring us to the 
court of Geneva, where Servetus was doomed to the 
pains of fire ; nor could they mingle the ashes of our 
bodies with those of Cranmer, Hooper, Ferrar, Lati- 
mer, Rogers, and a host of others who suffered in the 
days of the cruel and unrelenting Mary: but they 
could slander us with a poisonous tongue, and say all 
manner of evil against us. They could pour a flood 
upon us, when we were few in number, and but just 
emerging from the hidden caverns of darkness. 

It pleased God to call our departed brother to the 
commencement of the labours of his ministry, at such 
a time, and under such embarrassments. But he gave 
him strength, and a persevering spirit that was equal 
to his day. Ilis faith was a tried one; his zeal was 
unabating ; and his love unconquerable. The public, 
we trust, will allow us these remarks, without consid- 
ering that we are dealing in extremes, when they are 
made acquainted with a few prominent particulars, 
which are embraced in the labors of his life. A long 
life of unremitting labors and journeyings, affords abun- 
dant testimony of these things, to those who have 
known him. ‘The five first years of his ministry were 
without any pecuniary reward.— Not that his brethren 
were ungrateful; but as he was able, he was more 
than willing ; he rejoiced that men should receive that 
gospel which was freely preached to the poor. He 
deemed it well for the foxes to have holes, and the 
birds of the air to have nests; but it was enough for 
him to be like his divine Master who * had not where 
to lay his head.” 

Br. Farwell possessed a sensibility and sympathy, 
which were without a rarallel, in the circle of our ae- 
quaintances. At a subject of a pathetic nature, or the 
recital of any thing which was descriptive of suffering, 
we bave frequently beheld him, as in a moment, 
emerged in a flood of tears. Nor were his feelings less 
active to whatever was of a joyous and happy nature. 
Such was frequently the sudden transition of his mind 
from the pathetic to the extatic, if the phrase be ah 
lowable, that before his tears would cease to flow, we 
have beheld every feature of his countenance beaming 





in the radiance of a smile. His heart was all alive tp 
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All nations,-all people, forever and ever 

United in bands, such as nothing can sever, 

With joy we will draw, from the wells of salvation, 
The waters of life and of sweet consolation. H. B. 


joy, as indeed we believe it was filled with love.— 
Though he sincerely and most feelingly mourned with 
those that mourn, and the manifested griefs of every 
thing in his presence that breathed seemed to light 
upon him, he was far from possessing a melancholy 
turn of mind. 

He used to speak of the acuteness of his sensibility 
as a weakness ; for it often embarrassed him in his pub- 
lic labors. But if it might properly be accounted a 
weakness, it was not destitute of its beauty. It an- 
swered many valuable purposes in that allotment of 
divine Providence, in which it pleased the kind Dispo- 
ser of events to place him. Such melting effusions of 
tenderness have poured upon the wanton and cruel, | 
who could sport with the miseries of an innocent bird, 
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SELECTED. 


CHRIST’S TRIUMPH. 


BY MONTGOMORY. 


Hark! the song of Jubilee, 

Loud as mighty thunders roar, 

Or the fulness of the sea, 

When it breaks upon the shore :-— 
Hallelujah! for the Lord 

God omnipotent shall reign ; 








that man was innocent, when created: for it je ; alia 
sible that he should be otherwise ay hed ieee 
and committed some sinful action, or indulged Ws 
vicious inclination. We know too, of ourselves thet 
he must have been subject or liable to vanity =: for had 
he not been so, he certainly could not become vain 
he actually did, in the event. a 
Theologians have often asserted that in his original 
state, Adam was perfect both in holiness and i 
ledge. But how do they, or how can they know thi , 
—The Scripture does not even intimate it - nd! 
whence then do they obtain their knowledge ? No 
where. And they might as well pretend to know that 
Adam was a hundred cubits in height before he trans- 
gressed, as that he was perfect in holiness and know. 
ledge. If by perfect holiness, they meant no more than 
simple innocence, their meaning would, of necessity, be 





and penetrated their hearts, like oil in one’s bones. 


It 


may well be said that the lover of the works of God 


was at peace with the beasts of the field. 


Although Br. Farwell was said to be a very passion- 
ate man, we know of no man more iree from the pas- 


sion of anger or a hasty resentment. 
euliar circumstance. 


‘Lhis was a pe- 
For most people, the pious, 


whose feelings are easily excited, are more irrascible, 


although they are soon ready to iorgive. 


Our brother possessed not a classical education ; nor 
was he in public speaking, what is commonly called 


an orator. His whole concern was to communicate 


the love of God to man; and though he appeared to 


attach a suitable value to human literature, his mind 
was too much engaged in the immediate promulgation 
of the gospel to give it much place in his meditations. 


Hallelujah! let the werd 

Echo round the earth and main, 
Hallelujah !—hark! the sound, 
From the abysses to the skies, 
Wakes above, beneath, around, 
All Creation’s harmonies : 

See Jehevah’s bauner farl’d, 
Sheath’d his sword ;—he speaks,—’tis done ; 
And the kingdoms of this world 
Are the kingdoms of his Son. 

He shall reign from pole to pole, 
With illimitable sway ; 

He shall reign, when, like a scroll, 





| 


| 
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In conversation he was lively, sociable, and pleasant. | 
He was not unfrequently argumentative on subject: of} 
the Christian faith ; so that his conversation formed a! 


very prominent part of his miuisterial labors. His di- 


vine and sentimental songs, which flowed very meio- | : 
| tions, viz: 


diously from his lips,were likewise made subservient to 
the same object. Like a specled bird he flew almost 
alone; the arrows could not hit him, nor the floods 
drown him. 
labor. 
with ** two or three, 
ure of beholding a wultitude of feliow laborers. 


—] 


Entering the gospe! field in the aiorning of life 
the evening aiforded the pleas- 


ny that have enjoyed the benefits of his labors have 


ron? 


long retain bim iu gratetul remembrance. 


he peace makers; for they -shall be called the 


children of Goa.” 
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t Therefore with joy sali ye draw water out of the wells 


of saivation.”’—Ilsaiah xii. 3. 


In the wisdon of God we have found a sweet pool, 
Where the waters are flowing to comfort the soul. 
O come then, ye thirsty, come, ye dying and live ; 
Lite, joy, peace and salvation this wisdom can give. 


O the Law of the Lord is a fountain of truth ; 

‘Lis a comfort to age, ’tis a guide to the youth: 

‘T ben to the law, ye lost and weary ones, come ; 

Here the stranger, the pilgrim shall find a sweet home. 


Living streams of salvation and wells of delight 

Are promises all, when they are brought to our sight : 
‘To the promises come, as to fountains of joy ; 

Drink deep of these waters, for they never can cloy. 


The hope of the gospel is a well-spring of life ; 

Here the gloom of dispair and doubts end their strife: 
Ye doubting ones come to the hope of salvation, 

And never more part with divine consolation. 


See, the Rock of salvation is smitten, and lo, 
Streams of pity and mercy abundantly flow! 
Come then to the Rock, O ye guilty, forgiven ; 
These waters flow freely ; the fountain is heaven. 


See the judgments of God, as clouds darken the air; 
But why should we tremble if salvation is there? 
The:e clouds, though so dark, shall soon in biessings 
descend ; . 
For God is our law-giver, judge, saviour and friend. 


Yonder heavens have passed away. 
Then the end ;—beveath his rod, 
Man’s last enemy shall fall ; 
Hallelujah! Christ in God,— 

God in Christ is ALL IN ALL. 
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ORIGINAL AND PRLSENT CONDITION 
OF HUMAN NATURE. 


This subject is embraced in the four following ques-! ference between his first state. ard ovr 


I. What was the condition of Adam previous to his 


| transgression ? 


| 
| 


Il. What was the condition into which 


He lived to see much of the fruits of his | transgression reduced him? 
S ~~ . ! 
I}f. Did Adam’s transgression change God’s dispo-' 


{sition towards him? 


{ 


Ma- | 


IV. Did Adam’s transgression affect the nature and 


i condition of his posterity? 





The reader doubtless perceives that if we obtain ful 


before him, and many «are still with us, who will! and correct answers to these four questions, we shall 
** Blessed {have before us every thing of importance that belongs | 


to this much controverted subject. 
I. At this late day, we have no means for ascertain- 


ing Adam/’s original condition, except the express de-!| 


clarations of the scriptures, and the known laws of va- 
ture. As to the Scriptures, | do not recollect that they 
contain any other direct and positive accountof it, than 
that in the Ist and 2d chapters of Genesis: the sub- 
tance of which is, That God created man in his own 
image, male and female; blessed them, commanded 
them to multiply, to replenish and snbdue the earth, 
and toexercise dominion over brute creatures; that God 
placed man in the Garden of Eden to dress itand to keep 
it; that he forbade himto eat of the tree of the know- 
ledge of good and evil under pain of insiant death ; and 
that God brought every beast, and every fowl to the 
man who gave them their names. These few are, 
I think, all the particulars which the scriptures afford 
us concerning Adam’s original constitution and nature ; 
unless we suppose, with some,that the following passag 
in Ecclesiastes is to be applied to this subject : ‘+ Lo 
this only have | found,thatGod hath made man uprizht; 
but they have sought out many inventions.” This pas- 
sage may possibly refer to Adam as well as to others; 
but its prime object is to describe mankind in general, 
as they were in Solomon’s time ; and it is very doubt- 
ful whether the writer even thought of Adam, or any 
other individual of the first ages ofthe world. T'o this 
passage from Solomon, some would probably add the 
following from St. Paul: ** The creature was made 
subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him 
who hath subjected the same in hope.” As the apos- 
tle was here evidently speaking of the whole human 
race, considered as an individual species, we may per- 
haps admit that the term, the creature, includes Adam 
as well as his posterity. 

What is the amount of all that we have thuscollect- 
ed from the scriptures on this subject? That man was 
created in the image of God, made upright, but sub- 


or 


b] 


ject to vanity. We know, from the nature of things, 


Adam’s 


correct, though the term would be mappropriate - but 
when by perfect boliness, they mean actual virtue in 
perfection, they attribute to Adam a property which, as 
it resulls only from good exertions, he could not pos- 
sess until he had lived a sufficient time to acquire itb 

his active obedience. As to his knowledge, the Scrip- 
ture does not say that he had any at all. before his 
transgression ; though some circumstances mentioned 
make it evident that he knew enough to give names to 
creatures, and perhaps to dress the garden and kee 

it. It seems at any rate, that the first pair did not 
know enough to discover the guile and falschood of 
the serpent. If their knowledge was perfect, how 
much more than perfect must have been the knowledee 
‘of the serpent in order to overcome theirs? They did 
‘not even know good and evil, before their transgres- 
jsion. And still, wise men assert that they were pers 
ifect in knowledge? So are infants and idiots, accord. 
jing to this rule ; for they do not know good and evil, 

| It does not apnear, from the scriptures, that Adam 
| Was created with a nature, or with faculties, different 
| from those with which mankind are now horn; except 
| that he was brought into being with amaluri/yof zvowth 
and powers. 





If} may use the expression, he wre born 

a man, and we are borv infants, This isthe only cif. 
first state, that 

;can now be discovered. if any one would ~aintain 
‘some other difference. be must adauee the passice of 


‘scripture that proves it, or inform us 
he derives his tutsi.ation 

| ‘the three remaining questions 
a future number. 


ue what source 


. 
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FOR TH CNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 
CULTS, 
RESPEC?UING 'VHis DEVIL. 
The Clergy, who helieve aud teach others to be 
lieve, that there is ar spiritual being, whe 
was once a holy angel in heaven, and who, by trang 
eression and rebelli ucainst God, fell from his moral 
frectitude, for which he cast ontoefheaven down to 
‘a place which they cali hell, there to be confined and 
| tormented, in a Jake of fire and brimstene to all eter- 
| nity ; and who tempted Eve in the garden of Eden, in 
the form of a serpent, and who now tempts every mat 
jand woman in the whole world, to all the sin which is 
(committed, and who intends thereby to provoke God, 
| who sent him to hell, to send us there too; which be- 
jing, the clergy call the Devil, are humbly called upon 
| to give us, in short, all the information on this subject 
, in their possession, which they may think will not ene 
danger their craft to disclose. ‘As a good reason for 
calling for this information, may be stated the fact, 
|that there are many people, who not only disbelieve 
| this doctrine, on which the clergy wholly depend, for 
‘their standing in this world, but who go so far as to 
itreat it with no small disrespect. Should this danger 
| ous heresy, of denying this fundamenta! doctrine of the 
devil, generally prevail. even a novice, with halfan 
‘eye can see the whole foundation of the popular bie- 
irarchy at once swept away. 
| As some are so vainly curious as to ask, how it hap- 
| pened that sin should originate in heaven, and how it 
was possible for the devil, who was confined in hell, 
to have the opportunity of dressing himself up in a set 
pent and visiting Eve in Eden, and how it is that he 
being in hell confined, can be present with evety man, 
woman, and child in the whole world, it might be wel 
to stop the mouths of these querists by plain and direct 
answers to their questions. H. B 
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We are happy to be informed that Br. 


has received a call from the Universalist Society in 
Portsmouth, N. H. to become their Pastor. 











